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1997 United States House Bill No, 2039 Second SeGsion of 105th Congress 
(SUNIVIAliY - STATE NET) 

UNITED STATES BILL TRACKING 

AUTHOR : Ealeomavaega 

TOPIC: POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT 

SUBTOPIC: GOVERNMENT- MtSC 

TITLE: Oklahoma Indian Land Trust Authorization 

SUMMARY: Takes into trust the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma certain land in 
Oklahoma that was known as the Fort Reuy Military Reservation and that was formerly 
of the Cheyenne-Arapaho lands . 

STATUS : 

06/25/97 INTRODUCED, 

06/25/97 To HOUSE Committee on RESOURCES. 

11/13/98 199S Regular Session Adjourned - 10/21/98 No Carryover. 
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105th congress 

1st Session 



H. R. 2039 



To tnke \\\\u l.nist (or the Clioyonne-Arapalio Tril^es of Oklaliorna eeitaiii 
iHjitl in Oklahomt^ tluit was kiunvn as tlu: l^'oH Herid Mililai^v Ees(4Tation 
aii<] Lliat was fonaorly pai't nt' tlu: ("■Iieyerine-Ariipijliy lands, and lor 
<Uher jiurposes. 



IN THE HOUSE OF KEPRESI^NTATIVES 

Jt-xk 25, 1 fl97 

Mr. FiUjJ!;OMAVAE(5lA itil n>(lu(.'(.'<] (lie followiiifi' bill, which wan referred to tlic 

ConimitU'e on ResoTireeK 



A BILL 



Vo take into l.nist for the Clioyonne-Arapaho Tribes of Okla- 
homa certain land in OklM.lionia tliat was known as the 

Fort Keno MilitaiT ReseiTation and that was formerly 

* I.- 

part of the Cheyenne- Ai^apaho lands, and for other pur- 
poses, 

1 Be U mulcted by the Senate and House of Re present a- 

2 tives of Ike United States of America in Congress assemhlejf 

3 SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

4 Tlie ConjQcress finds the folUmdng: 

5 (I) The orijQjinal (/h(^yemio-Ara[)Mlio Indian lles- 

6 er^^ation in western OklahotnM, whieh ineluded tlie 

7 land known as tlie Fort Keno Mihtai^v Kestn^^ation, 

4 7 
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2 

1 was establisliod by the Medicine Lodge Creek Tr-(^aty 

2 of 1867 and reuffirmed by Executive order in 1869. 

3 {2] The Fort lleno Military Reservation lands 

4 include sites uschI by the Tribe for the Sun Dan(!(; 

5 and other relij^ious and cultural purposes, burial 

6 sites, and medicine gathering- areas. 

7 SEC. 2. LAND TAKEN INTO TRUST. 

8 (a) In (tEX-kkat.-. — The land described in saljseeiion 

9 (b) is h(^rebv taken into trust for the Chevenue-Ara.nHho 

10 Tribes of Oklahoma. 

11 (b) Land Desc^ku^hjx — The lan<] i.aken into trast 

12 pursuant to subsection (a) is that land in Canadian Coun- 

13 ty, Oklahoma^ described as follows: 

14 (1) All of soelions 1, 2, li, and 4, To\™ship 12 

15 North, Ranj^'O 8 West, Indian Meridian. 

16 (2) Those portions of sections 25 and 26 Mng 

17 south of the North ("■anadian Kivcr, To^^^lship 13 

18 North, K.an*^'c^ 8 West, indian Meridian. 

19 (3) Thai portion of section 26 Ijdng west of the 

20 North Canadian Kiver, Towoiship 13 North, Ranf^e 

21 8 West, Indian Men<Ii;nL 

22 (4) All of sections 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, and 30, 

23 Townshi[) 13 NoiHi, Kan^e 8 West, Indian Merid- 

24 ian. 
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1 SEC. 3. USE OF PORTION OF LAND BY BUREAU OF PRISONS. 

2 TIk^ Secrctaiy, witli tlie eonsoiit of and on tcnns 

3 agreeable to th(^ Business Oomniittee of the Tribe, may 

4 lease to the United States for use bv the Bureau of Pris- 

4.' 

5 0118 of the Departmi^iit of Juslir-e iti (*onnc(.'tioii witli tlio 

6 Federal Kefoi-niatory a(. El Reiu), Oklahoma, ah or part 

7 of the land described as the south half of seetioii 1 and 

8 the south half of section 2, To\Misliip 12 North, Ranf>e 

9 8 West, Indian Meridian. 

1 SEC- 4- PRIOR EASEMENTS, LICENSES, PERMITS, AND COM- 
1 1 MITMENTS, 

12 (a) NoNitF.voc^ATUjii:; time-IjLMIted, — (1) A nonrey- 

13 oeable easement, license, permit, or eommitmcnt with re- 

14 spo(!t to the lands (Jesc^ribed in seel. ion 2 shall continue 

15 ill effect, for t.h(^ pc^riod for which it was f^ranted or made 

16 if such noiirevoeable easeiiient, license, periuhj or <^onnnil- 

17 nient was gi^anted or madc^ — 

18 (A) on or before the date of the enactineiti of 

19 this Act; 

20 (B) bv Uie Sc^ctnH.ar'v of War or bv tlu^ ?lec- 

21 rotary of Aj^'ric^iihun^; and 

22 (C) for a s})e(^ifie<lj linnte<l t)criod of time. 

23 (2) An (*aseinen1, liceTise, poT^niit, or eommitmcnt de- 

24 s(?ribed in pai^ai^rai>ii {1 ) may be renewed by the Hecretaiy 

25 upon such terms and (conditions as tlu? iSeerctaiy considers 

26 ad^nsable. 
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1 (b) Rev()(::able; indefinite duration. — An ease- 

2 merit, license, permit, or eommitment which exists on the 

3 date of the enactment of this Act "with respect to the lands 

4 described in section 2 mav be continued or renewed bv 

5 the SecretaiT if — 



6 (1) llio oasoinent. lic^onse, [)ennii, or eonnnit- 

7 niont is n^'oeablo or of indefinite duration, and 

8 (2) l.lie He(a"etary (considers siieh eoittinuaiiee or 

9 reiK^wal to be in {]\i] [nihVw uAvn'^L 

10 (e) Use of IjAxd by Rttkeat^ of Phtsoxs. (1) Tn 

1 1 the case of lands described in paragTaph (2), the Secretaiy 

12 may continue or renew an easement, right-of-way, or por- 

13 mit to land, only if such eas(^ment, right-of-way, or permit 

14 is— 

15 (A) In erfeet on the dat(^ of tht! enactment of 

16 this Act; 

17 (B) limited to use or maintenance of water 

18 hm^Sj roads to imd from llie sewage ditsposal plant, 

19 or sewage efthnrnt lakes from the sewage disposal 

20 plant located on the land; 

21 (( ■) granted for use by Bureau of Prisons of the 

22 l)ei)arttnent of Jiislie(^: and 

23 (D) useful to the Bureau of Prisons for pur- 

24 poses of maintaining' the sewage disposal plant lo- 

25 eated on the huuf 
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1 (2) The land roforrod tx> in para^'rn|)li (1 ) is Dial, land 

2 dt^stu'ilmc^ in sec'tion 2 that is loeatod in 

3 (A) soeliori 1, 'I'ownsliip 12 Xortli, Kan^'c 8 

4 West, Indian Meridian; and 

5 (B) the sontlieast quarter of section 36, Tovvn- 

6 ship 13 North, Kang'o S Wost^ Indian Meridian. 

7 SEC- 5- BUILDINGS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS, 

8 The SecTctarv mav — 



9 (1) make any Federally <mTied buildinjifs, im- 

10 provemonts, or facilities (inelndin^' any personal 

11 property used in (connection \\4th snch bnildinjics, im- 

12 provements, or facilities) located on the land de- 

13 scribed in section 2 available to the Tribe for their 

14 use; and 

15 (2) convey nwy F(Ml(^rally owned bnildin^'S, iin- 

16 provements, oi* facilities (including any personal 

17 property used in connection with such building:s, im- 

18 provements, or facilities) located on the land de- 

19 scribed in. section 2 to the Tribe in accordance with 

20 The Act entitled ^'An Act to authoiize the Secretarv 

21 of t.h(^ Interior lo (M)nvtn'' to Indian tribes eeilain fed- 

22 (M'ally owikm! building's, improvements, or facilities on 

23 tribal lands or on lands rest^iTcd for Indian adminis- 



24 tration" approved August 6, 1956 {25 i:,W.C. 443a). 
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1 SEC- 6. ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL SERVICES AND BENE- 

2 FITS. 

3 For the purposi^s of ihc oligibility for and dcliveiy of 

4 all sorvit^es and benefits provided to Indians because of 

5 their status as federally reeoy^iuzed, those meinbers of the 

6 Trib(^ residinf>' in Canadian County, Oklahoma, shall be 

7 deemed to be resident on or near an Indian reservatioiL 

8 SEC, 7, EFFECT ON TREATIES, 

9 No pnmsion of tliis Aet shall Vje eojtsl.nied to eon- 

10 stitute an amendmenl^ niodifK^ation, o?' interpretation of 

11 any treaty to whieh (ln^ Tribe or any other Indian tribe 

12 is a party nor to any ri^bl. secured to the Tribe or any 

13 other Indian tribe by any treatv. 

14 SEC- 8. DEFINITIONS, 

1 5 For purposes of this Act: 

16 (1) The term *'Secretar\^'' means the Secretai-v^ 

1- I- 

17 of the Interior. 

18 (2) The term ''Tribe'' means the Gheyenne- 

19 Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, 
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H,R,2039 

Title; To take into trust for the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma certain land in 

Oklahoma that was known as the Fort Reno Military Reservation and that was formerly 

part of the Cheyenne-Arapaho lands, and for other purposes. 

Sponsor: Rep Falepmayaega, Eni F. h. [AS] (introduced 6/25/1997) Cosponsors 

(None) 

Latest Major Action: 7/2/1997 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to 

the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands. 



ALL ACTIONS: (Hogr Actions/Congressional Record Page References) 

6/25/1997: 

Introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1321) 
6/25/1997: 

Referred to the House Committee on Resources. 
7/2/1997: 

Referred to the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands. 
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FORT RENO -- HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA (Extension of Remarks - June 25, 
1997) 

LPage: E132I] gpo's pdf 



HON. ENI F.H, FALEOi^AVAEGA 
in the House of Representatives 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25, 1997 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr, Speaker, I rise today to introuce legislation to resolve a 
long-standing land dispute between the United States and the Cheyenne and 
Arapaho Tribes of OklahomaThis land, known as Fort Teno, was used as a military 
reserve and was later transferrred to the Department of Agriculture. Currently, this 
Department has a small research station there. 

The Fort Reno land were part of the original Cheyenne-Arapaho reservation created 
by Executive order in 1869. The lands were removed from the reservation, again 
by Executive order, in 1883. It was the understanding of the tribes that these land 
would be returned to the when the military no longer needed the lands, but this 
provision is not clearly documented. 

Congress later transferred portions of the land to the Departments of Agriculture 
and Justice, and these departments continue to use the land to the exclusion of the 
Indians. Several attempts have been made in the House to return the land to the 
tribes, but no bill has ever been enacted Into law. 

A 1975 statute states Federal land located within original Indian territory wh^ch 
becomes excess to the needs of the agency maintaining jurisdiction over the land 
should be returned to the tribe whose reservation originally included the land. By 
operation of this statute, the lands should have been returned to the tribes 2 years 
ago. 
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• While legal arguments can be made that the tribes have been compensated for this 
land in a prior land settlement, I am not persuaded that these two tribes have been 
treated fairly in their dealings with the U.S. Government, and urge my colleagues 
to support this legislation so that we m3y provide a fina!f equitable resolution to 
this dispute. 

• Mr. Speaker, a copy of the bill and a brief section by section analysis follows. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1, FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 

(1) The original Cheyenne-Arapaho Indian Reservation in western Oklahoma, which 
included the land known as the Fort Reno Military Reservation, was established by the 
Medicine Lodge Creek Treaty of 1867 and reaffirmed by Executive order in 1869. 

(2) The Fort Reno Military Reservation lands include sites used by the Tribe for the Sun 
Dance and other religious and cultural purposes, burial sites, and medicine gathering 
areas. 

SEC. 2. LAND TAKEN INTO TRUST. 

(a) In General., The land described in subsection (b) is hereby taken into trust for the 
Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma. 

(b) Land Described. The land taken into trust pursuant to subsection (a) is that land in 
Canadian County, Oklahoma, described as follows: 

(1) All of sections 1, 2, 3, and 4, Township 12 North, Range S West, Indian Meridian. 

(2) Those portions of sections 25 and 26 lying south of the North Canadian River, 
Township 13 North, Range 8 West^ Indian Meridian. 

(3) That portion of section 26 lying west of the North Canadian River, Township 13 
North, Range 8 West, Indian Meridian. 

(4) Ail of sections 27, 28, 33, 34, 35, and 36, Township 13 North, Range 8 West, Indian 
Meridian. 

SEC. 3. USE OF PORTION OF LAND BY BUREAU OF PRISONS. 

The Secretary, with the consent of and on terms agreeable to the Business Committee of 
the Tribe, may lease to the United States for use by the Bureau of Prisons of the 
Department of Justice in connection with the Federal Reformatory at El Reno, Oklahoma, 
all or part of the land described as the south half of section 1 and the south half of 
section 2, Township 12 North, Range 8 West, Indian Meridian. 
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SEC. 4, PRIOR EASEMENTS, LICENSES, PERMITS, AND COMMITMENTS, 

(a) Nonrevocable; Time-limited.— (1) A nonrevocable easement, license, permit, or 
commitment with respect to the lands described in section 2 shail continue in effect for 
the period for which it was granted or made if such nonrevocable casement, license, 
permit, or commitment was granted or made-- 

(A) on or before the date of the enactment of this Act; 

(B) by the Secretary of War or by the Secretary of Agriculture; and 

(C) for a specified, limited period of time. 

(2) An easement, license, permit, or commitment described In paragraph (1) may be 
renewed by the Secretary upon such terms and conditions as the Secretary considers 
advisable. 

(b) Revocable; indefinite duration,— An easement, license, permit, or commitment 
which exists on the date of the enactment of this Act with respect to the iands described 
in section 2 may be continued or renewed by the Secretary if— 

(!) the easement, license, permit, or commitment is revocable or of indefinite duration, 
and 

(2) the Secretary considers such continuance or renewal to be in the public interest. 

(c) Use of Land by Bureau of Prisons,— (1) In the case of lands described in 
paragraph (2), the Secretary may continue or renew an easement, right-of-way, or 
permit to land, only if such easement, right-of-way, or permit is-- 

(A) in effect on the date of the enactment of this Act; 

(B) limited to use or maintenance of water lines, roads to and from the sewage disposal 
plant, or sewage effluent lal<es from the sewage disposal plant located on the land; 

(C) granted for use by Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Justice; and 

(D) useful to the Bureau of Prisons for purposes of maintaining the sewage disposal plant 
located on the land. 

(2) The land referred to in paragraph (1) is that land described in section 2 that Is 
located in-- 

(A) section 1, Township 12 North, Range 8 West, Indian Meridian; and 

(B) the southeast quarter of section 36, Township 13 North, Range 8 West, Indian 
Meridian. 

[Page : K']'^?.?.] GPO's PDF 
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SEC, 5. BUILDINGS AND OTHER IMPROVEMENTS. 
The Secretary may-' 

(1) make any Federally owned buildings, improvements, or facilities (including any 
personal property used in connection with such buildings, improvements, or facilities) 
located on the land described in section 2 available to the Tribe for their use; and 

(2) convey any Federal owned buildings, improvements, or facilities (including any 
personal property used in connection with such buildings, improvements, or facilities) 
located on the land described in section 2 to the Tribe in accordance with the Act entitled 
' An Act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey to Indian tribes certain 
federally owned buildings, improvements, or facilities on tribal lands or on lands reserved 
for Indian administration" approved August 6, 1956 (25 U.S.C. 443a). 

SEC. 6. ELIGIBILITY FOR FEDERAL SERVICES AND BENEFITS. 

For the purposes of the eligibility for and delivery of all services and benefits provided to 
Indians because of their status as federally recognized, those members of the Tribe 
residing in Canadian County, Oklahoma, shall be deemed to be resident on or near an 
Indian reservation. 

SEC. 7. EFFECT ON TREATIES. 

No provision of this Act shall be construed to constitute an amendment, modification, or 
interpretation of any treaty to which the Tribe or any other Indian tribe is a party nor to 
any right secured to the Tribe or any other Indian tribe by any treaty. 

SEC. 8. DEFINITIONS. 

For purposes of this Act: 

(1) The term ^ Secretary' means the Secretary of the Interior, 

(2) The term ^Tribe' means the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma. 



Section 1: Describes the lands originally part of the Fort Reno reserve to be transferred 
from the Department of Agriculture to the Department of the Interior in trust for the 
tribes. 

Section 2: In addition to the land retained by the Bureau of Prisons, this section 
authorizes use by the Bureau of Prisons of part of the transferred lands, subject to the 
approval of the tribes. 

Section 3: Authorizes the continuation of current easements, licenses, permits and other 
current uses by the Bureau of Prisons for as long as the current uses continue. 
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j Section 4: Authorizes, but does not require, that ownership of the buildings currently 
I located on the lands may be transferred to the tribes, 

: Section 5: Recognizes members of the tribes who live near the tribal reservation as 
eligible for tribal benefits. 

Section 6: Specifies that this legislation will not be construed as amending any treaty 
between the United States and any federally-recognized Indian tribe. 

Section 7: Defines the term "Secretary' and 'Tribe' with respect to the subject [ 

legislation. ! 
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H.R.2039 

Title: To take into trust for tlie Clieyenne-Arapaho Tribes of OI<l3homa certain (and in 

OI<lalioma that was l<nown as tlie Fort Reno Military Reservation and that was formerly 

j part of the Cheyenne-Arapaho lands, and for other purposes. 

i Sponsor: Rep Faleomavaega, Eni F. H. [AS] (introduced 6/25/1997) Cosponsors 

! (None) 

I Latest Major Action: 7/2/1997 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to 
\ the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands. 



I SUMMARY AS OF: 

I 6/25/1997--Introduced. 

I Takes into trust for the Cheyenne-Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma certain land in Oklahoma 
(part of the original Cheyenne-Arapaho reservation known as the Fort Reno Military 
Reservation) and authorizes the lease of al! or part of such land to the Bureau of Prisons 
in connection with the Federal Reformatory at El Reno, Oklahoma. 

Sets forth improvements and easement provisions. 
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